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United Nations Universal Declaration of

Article 1All human beings are bor
free and equal in dignity and rights

Article 4No one shall be held in
slavery or servitude; slavery and th
slave trade shall be prohibited in a

their forms.
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Human Rights

Article 2Everyone is entitled to all th
rights and freedoms set forth in this
Declaration, without distinction of a
kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or othe
opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status.

Article 3Everyone has the right to lif
liberty and security of person.

Article 6 Everyone has the right to
recognition everywhere as a perso
before the law.

Article 5No one shall be subjected t
torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishmen







Older age?



Thomas Paine — The Rights of Man

The fi1rst approach of ‘ol d age’

At fifty though mental faculties of man are in full vigour, and his
judgement better than at any preceding date, the bodily powers
for laborious life are on the decline . . . He begins to earn less and
IS less capable of enduring wind and weather; and in those more
retired employments where sight is required, he fails apace and ————
sees himself like an old horse, beginning to be turned adrift. '

At si xty ‘“old age’ begli ns B
At sixty his labour ought to be over, at least from direct necessity® .4

It is painful to see old age working itself to death, in what are
called civilised countries for daily bread.
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‘Older people’

60

The UN has not ., 50
adopted a standard $
criterion, but generally 0
use 60+ years to refer 30
to the older ,
population.
10
This is of limited value - ..
where life expectation @beo Cb&g» S @"’& . & Q}Q,& & ’b\%@o e &\\%@ & éooﬁ\ & & o \/@oﬁ\e
may fall short of what S > 3. > o
it is in developed 8
countries Of the 183 countries in the survey:

A 162 have life expectancy of 60 years and above
A 21 fall below 60 years
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_life_expectancy#cite_note-8

The GeneralAssembly’s

i AR
on ngelllg \Z;‘@‘V; World Health
~o &2 Organization
8t session, 5 7 July 2017 COUNTS
CR4, United Nations Headquarters, New York
#OEWGS .
social.un.org/ageing-working-group @UN4Ageing kL I t S e e m S m O r e

Afrlca to use a combination of
chronological, functional and social
definitions. However, the challenge

of how to Incorporate a suitable
multl d|men3|onal definition into the

R = SRt [l en%lon?tbge%ge" concept
LfCsilel | - MSHERE S

Proposed working definition of an older person in Africa for the MDS
Project

The Age of 60 Is a
soclal construct based
o (A



http://www.who.int/healthinfo/survey/ageingdefnolder/en/
http://www.who.int/healthinfo/survey/ageingdefnolder/en/

Even if we identify the start of
older age, it will not be an
homogenous group of people
covers a wide age cohort.
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Jamaican woman, 117, is oldest person
on Earth

Violet Brown becomes oldest registered person after death of Italian Emma
Morano, also 117

AN

Violet Brown was congratulated by Jamaica's prime minister. Photograph: Raymond Simpson/AP
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Elder abuse



Traditional DEfiﬂitiOﬂ Of elder mistreatment, senior abuse, abuse in later life, abuse of
older adults, abuse of older women, and abuse of older men,
Elder Abuse abuse of vulnerable older people

“« .. a singl e, Aphysicalepeat ed
act or lack of approprlate Apsychological

action, occurring within

any relationshipvhere Asexual
there Is an expectation of Afinancial

trustwhich causes harm R institutional

or distress to an older A ) _ _
person” Intentional or unintentional

() World Health neglect

S Orgamzatlon
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/ Relationship

Traditional definition: ,. ,.
A Too restrictive. [ sitbased f— )
A Western centric?

A Fails to recognise
the criminal nature ,. /
of the act or private )
omission— ' i
decriminalisation??

A Ageist? ,. ,.

A Paternalistic? ( vistora ( e )

A Dated? -

Criminal
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: Domestic abuse_ of older pegple is_often
Domestic abuse LJdzii .dzy RS NJ RS I SY.SNA
I 0dzaSQ | YR NBETSNNSER
Cider abuss s hus vewed ss . S PIOISElon sSrveeSis means ll,
SUCOlIET) I 16 ORI ClBInete the support, legal remedies and justice
characteristics, which set it apart that are usually open to victims of
_from other forms of violence, domestic abuse, If is imperative that older
instead of looking at the evident people are not discriminated against in this
correspondences between the wzal and that practitioners are helped to
abuse of older women and understand how abuse of older people is

violence towards younger to be addressed.
women and developing o6hf RSNJ t S2L) SQa /2YYA&daA2ySNJ
responses in conjunction with _ |
these. E v asl Stiga it 46 A ge-L e Acce

has identified significant overlaps between
domestic violence and elder abuse.

(Clarke et al. 2012 p 49)

(Penhale 2003)

11/07/2017 12



A witch” killings
ANeglect

‘Elder Abuse’ in AA'DS/H'V testing

International Law ~ APoverty

ALack of social protection

AHealth and social care

AOlder people during and post conflict
—for example the rape of older
women

AOlder people in times of disaster
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Murder

Rape

Theft or fraud

Assault

Harassment

Neglect

Discrimination

Domestic abuse

False imprisonment

Unlawful medication
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The justice deficit

The Access to Justice evaluation, and
the Adult Protection and Domestic
Abuse and Hate crimes research founc
a significant degree of unmet need In
relation to elder abuse victims
accessing justice.

Clarke et al (2013)



Concluding thoughts

AB usi n the term ‘el der abuse’ we
unlawful/criminal behaviour insofar as it applies to older people.

AThe key question is whether older people have the same rights to justice,
fairness and resolution as younger peopldoes the redefinition exclude
them on grounds of age.

ADo older people need additional normative rights? Or is it a question of
ensuring that the rights Dbestowed

denied to older people?

AThe term ‘elder abuse’ maybe has (
the exclusion of older people from justice and fair resolution.

AThe objective must be to ensure that older people enjoy rights without
discrimination.




“"There 1 s no ol d
IS, as there always was, just
Vo JEE S

Carol Matthau
O Magazine 2003



